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Carolinian Gardener, Hamilton, ON
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We would like to give a huge thanks to our CPC, Liz Koblyk, for her incredible support. We would also like to extend our 
thanks to our interviewees, Sheelah, Allyn, Justin, Fiona, and Allan, for their time completing interviews. We would also 
like to thank Ryan from the WWF for his contributions to the proliferation of the project after the course is completed. Ad-
ditionally, we thank Dr. Kate Whalen, from the Academic Sustainability Programs Office, and our instructional team, Liana 
Bontempo and Sandra Alexander for their guidance and feedback throughout the term. It was a great pleasure to work with 
all those involved, and we thank them for their time and patience in completing this project with us.

To satisfy our first objective, we interviewed five Carolinian gardeners. Gardeners shared wisdom and knowledge about 
their positive and negative experiences with native plants, and insight on how to get started with Carolinian Gardening.

To fulfill our second objective, we created nine modules covering a range of topics inspired by the interviews. Each module 
pertained to a theme, contained knowledge from a local native plant expert, included a plant profile, and referenced online 
resources. These modules may be refined in the future prior to publication. 

To meet our third objective, we thoroughly explored three publishing options (Coursera, World Wildlife Fund Carolinian Can-
ada). We connected with the WWF to publish a video playlist. We also summarized our progress and established detailed 
next steps with our CPC. All content is accessible to our CPC through Teams and Dropbox to ease the transition between 
collaborators. The next phase of our project includes having another team finalize our content development and publish the 
course. We now give the lead to the WWF to collaborate with various institutions across Canada to proliferate our initiative 
in promoting sustainable gardening.

M
cM

as
te

r U
ni

ve
rs

ity
   

 |

26

Reporting
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Garden Course

Collaborators

Amanpreet Marwaha, Science | Amna Abbas, Science
Elizaveta Zvereva, Arts & Science 
Emily Dietrich, Integrated Business and Humanities
Lizabeth Teshler, Arts & Science | Sarah Choe, Science

Student Authors

In Southern Ontario, Canada’s Carolinian Zone is a region that covers less than 1% of Canada’s land area, but is essential to 
many native species.1,2  Historically, 80% of the zone was covered by forests, but currently only 11% remains.1 Conserving 
the zone is a priority because it contains one-third of Canada’s rare and endangered species.2 Since 95% of the Carolinian 
Zone is privately owned, residents must help to restore and conserve the land.3

Working with our Community Project Champion (CPC) and gardening experts, the Carolinian Garden Course project team 
aims to develop a free, open-access course for new gardeners to help restore the Carolinian Zone. Through the course, 
individuals will gain knowledge about the Carolinian Zone, learn about various native plants they can add to their personal 
gardens, and receive additional resources to further engage conservation efforts. 
 

Overview

1. Interview experts on their experiences and difficulties with Carolinian gardening
2. Create free, trustworthy, online course content about Carolinian Gardening
3. Select an appropriate platform to publish our course

Objectives

Community Project Champion

Liz Koblyk, Associate Director, Wilson Leadership Scholar 
Award


