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We would like to extend our appreciation to Morghen Jael from the Food Collective Centre and Zeinab Khawaja from the 
Student Wellness Centre for their abundance of effort, guidance, and support through this journey. Furthermore we appreci-
ate the dedication of Dr. Kate Whalen and Abbie Little from the Academic Sustainability Office for providing their essential 
support to this project. We would also like to thank Sydney Potts of OPIRG McMaster for assisting us with funding and 
offering to donate produce from the OPIRG community garden. We would like to thank Megan Bieksa from Facility Services 
and Mackenzie Mercuri-Rivers from the Student Wellness Center for their support with promotions and communications. 
Additionally, this project would not have been possible without the help of the Facility Services Team and Dr. Stephanie 
Springgay from the School of the Arts, who helped build and agreed to paint the fridge shelter. Finally, we would like to 
thank Chris Roberts from Hospitality Services who also played the vital role of assisting with health and food inspections 
as sourcing food for this project.

To achieve our first objective, through the support of multiple partners, we have secured lumber and talent to build the 
community fridge shelter, which will house the fridge, freezer, and pantry. The shelter will be installed outside of the Mc-
Master University Student Center (MUSC) in early 2022. To maintain financial sustainability, we have applied for grants and 
created an ifundmac page to crowdsource monetary donations to keep the fridge stocked in the long term with a current 
fundraising goal of $5000. 

For our second objective, we created an online in-take form for individuals interested in volunteering. We defined volunteer 
criteria and created a volunteer application form, with the first round of volunteers being selected/finalized in January. We 
have contacted many community partners, including restaurants and local businesses, who are interested in engaging with 
this project in 2022 after the fridge is installed. The project will remain sustainable as it is a student-led initiative managed 
by the Student Wellness Center and MSU Food Collective Center.

For our third objective, we created an Instagram account, IFundMac page and Daily News article to promote the fridge to 
the McMaster community.
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A community fridge is a 24/7, accessible food fridge complex that is stocked by the community for the community and ex-
ists in various locations within Hamilton. In March of 2019, about 23,000 visits were made to Hamilton Food Share sites1, 
which is about 8,677 households2. It was identified that McMaster University students may face food insecurity due to 
competing finances, difficulty meeting the diverse meal needs of students, and student life factors such as perceptions, 
education and skills.3 Implementing an outdoor community fridge on campus will address the issue of food insecurity by 
providing a financially and physically accessible food source for students and members of the community. Our goal was 
to implement a fully functional, collaborative, and financially sustainable community fridge on McMaster University’s 
campus. 

Overview

1. Finalize logistics of fridge shelter construction (funding, supplies, location approval)
2. Create a network of volunteers and partners for the fridge’s upkeep and supply
3. Develop promotion strategies to engage the McMaster community with the fridge 
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https://www.instagram.com/mcmastercommunityfridge/
http://alumni.mcmaster.ca/s/1439/ifundmac/project.aspx?sid=1439&gid=1&pgid=11184&cid=20185&ecid=20185&crid=0&calpgid=5064&calcid=9398
https://dailynews.mcmaster.ca/articles/community-fridge-campus/

